
How do we address the climate 
backlash taking place in industrial 
communities? 

And what is the positive offer for the 
future? 



The promise of jobs



The promise that green jobs = good jobs



Backdrop of deindustrialisation



“This is a catastrophe in the community interest. We saw the devastation in the coal-mining communities in 
the 1980s; I still hear people talk about that. That was absolutely devastating. The oil and gas industry is under 
huge threat at the moment because of net zero, which is again devastating. There is a huge loss of the 
multiplier effect, skills are disappearing and families are concerned.

In Port Talbot and Scunthorpe, there are not thousands but tens of thousands of jobs directly and indirectly 
dependent on this industry, which could disappear within 12 months. It is not just the jobs; it is the families, 
the partners, the spouses, the wives, the children. That makes hundreds of thousands of people devastated by 
this. These are seriously well paid jobs: the average value of a steel job is about 50% more than the average 
salary in the local area.

It is all very well saying that people can retrain, but if someone earning up there retrains and all of a sudden is 
earning down there, I do not call that progress—I call that going backwards. The truth is that this issue will 
have a devastating impact on those communities. I feel that the unions have let down their members and 
betrayed them.”

• Richard Tice, Westminster Hall Debate on Steel, October 2024



Electoral gains



Guardian graphic. Source: 2024 results provided by PA Media. Note: Northern Ireland not shown



Flip the Focus:

climate vs jobs
Futureproof 
Industry

What can we do? 



                        
                  

                                                  

                                         

                           

                                                 

We are on the ground working with union reps to 
futureproof & upgrade their plants and factories in 
these sectors:
 
Steel
Chemicals & Plastics
Automotive
Ceramics & Bricks
Glass
Cement
Oil & Gas (supply chains)

 





RBI: Hyperlocal campaigns & building a big networkRBI: Hyperlocal campaigns & building a big networkBuilding the Repower British 
Industry network

What we do

01 Big organising tactics

-> Poster campaigns, union trainings, in-person & digital 

campaigns at workplace level

02 Focus on industrial heartlands

-> Merseyside, Tyneside, Flintshire, Teesside -- Red Wall seats, 

overwhelmingly Leave

03 Built on existing union infrastructure

-> Futureproofing Industry networks across North, Midlands & 

Wales; building on 2025 Save Welsh Industry launch



Have the tough conversations 



Visible solidarity 





Platforming voices from industrial 
communities

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/VmZMKyMBLEs


Become the content machine



The virtuous cycle 

Industrial 

Voices
Futureproofing Industry

Futureproofing 

Industry

Local Press 

Drumbeat
Industrial 

Voices

Repower British 

Industry



Want to get your reps + workplace 
involved?


	Slide 1:   How do we address the climate backlash taking place in industrial communities?   And what is the positive offer for the future? 
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18

