
In 1970 the US labour movement was key to the success of the first Earth 
Day took place with an estimated 20 million Americans participating in 
rallies, marches, and teach-ins responding to toxic pollution of their air, 
waters and land by corporations pursuing profit in the absence of 
environmental regulation. Then, as now, the worst exposed to these 
hazards were working class and non-white Americans. The largest source 
of funding for the first Earth Day was organised labour, in particular from 
the United Auto Workers (UAW) which also provided practical support for 
printing and telephone communications. 

Since 1970 the Earth's temperature has increased dramatically with 
heatwaves becoming more common. Heat-related deaths, currently in the 
thousands annually, could exceed 10,000 in an average year by 2050. The 
UK is experiencing more record-breaking rainfall, with 6 of the 10 wettest 
winters for England and Wales occurring in the 21st century. Increased 
flood risks threaten our homes and communities. Rising sea levels increase 
the risk of coastal flooding and erosion.

Over a third of railways and roads are at risk from flooding, which is 
predicted to rise to nearly half by 2050. High heat causes rail buckling and 
power line issues. Agriculture faces challenges from droughts, water 
shortages, and flooding. Ecosystems are shifting, with earlier springs and

With fossil fuels subject to global price shocks, dependence on fossil fuels 
is sending our energy bills higher.
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Organised labour in the US provided vital financial and 

practical support to the first Earth Day in 1970 when around 

20 million took part in rallies, marches, and teach-ins. 

In this trade union year of climate action, it's an 

opportunity to take climate action in our workplaces 

and support local and national campaigns. 

Find out more: cacctu.org.uk/yoa
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