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Climate Emergency Honesty: 
the need for different politics and economics

Inclusive growth, 
better growth, 
natural capitalism, 
green growth

• Post growth

• DegrowthOR



Technology & Finance-led or 
Just Transition & Demand Reduction?

Private finance won’t 
decarbonise our economies – 
but the ‘big green state’ can
Daniela Gabor

While the private sector wants 
to keep control of the green 
transition, what’s needed is 
massive public investment

Fri 4 Jun 2021

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/daniela-gabor


Green(washing) growth

• Greenwash in aviation

• Greenwash in planning

• Greenwashing a zero carbon future



Greenwashing aviation



Greenwashing aviation



Aviation is one of the hardest industries in which to 
reduce carbon emissions. This is because for all but the 
smallest aircraft, there are currently few practical 
alternatives to liquid fuels. Source: BP 



1 flight 
On 28 November 2023, a Virgin Atlantic Boeing 787 
Dreamliner took off to make its way from London’s 
Heathrow Airport to JFK Airport in New York. It was 
similar to the tens of thousands of flights that day in 
almost every way. Except for the fact that it crossed the 
Atlantic fuelled by sustainable aviation fuel (SAF).The 
flight was a world first using SAF with 100% sustainable 
feedstock by a commercial airline across the Atlantic. 



1 flight (of the 100,000 on that day)
On 28 November 2023, a Virgin Atlantic Boeing 787 
Dreamliner took off to make its way from London’s 
Heathrow Airport to JFK Airport in New York. It was 
similar to the tens of thousands of flights that day in 
almost every way. Except for the fact that it crossed the 
Atlantic fuelled by sustainable aviation fuel (SAF).The 
flight was a world first using SAF with 100% sustainable 
feedstock by a commercial airline across the Atlantic. 

Sources: https://www.bp.com/en/global/corporate/news-and-
insights/reimagining-energy/saf-transatlantic-flight.html 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/564769/airline-industry-number-of-flights/

https://www.bp.com/en/global/corporate/news-and-insights/reimagining-energy/saf-transatlantic-flight.html
https://www.bp.com/en/global/corporate/news-and-insights/reimagining-energy/saf-transatlantic-flight.html
https://www.statista.com/statistics/564769/airline-industry-number-of-flights/


Who’s behind sustainable aviation fuels?



So how do we govern this agenda?

• Agreement seeks to limit to 1.5C global heating

• Excludes international aviation and shipping

• Responsibility given to International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO) and International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) through voluntary agreements

• ICAO has Committee on Aviation Environment 
Protection

• UNFCCC participation to observer status

• Not a lot happens!

International Climate Agreements & Flying



ICAO meetings 
on emission 

reduction since 
2004

2023 membership is: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, 
France, Greece, Germany, Indonesia, India, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Netherlands, Nigeria, Poland, 
Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, 
UAE, UK, USA and observers: Austria, Dominican Rebublic, Malaysia, Norway, Peru, Portugal, 
Turkiye, EU

Observer organisations: Advanced Biofuels Association, Airports Council International, Civil 
Aviation Navigation Services Organisation, International Business Aviation Council, 
International Coordinating Council of Aerospace Industries Associations, International 
Coalition for Sustainable Aviation, International Federation of Airline Pilots’ Associations, 
International Petroleum Industry Environmental Conservation Association, UN Environment 
Programme, UNFCCC, Arab Civil Aviation Association, African Civil Aviation Commission. 





So who is behind Jet Zero?

Attendees: Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP(and other ministers), Heathrow Airport, 
Rolls-Royce, UK Knowledge Transfer Network, The Coalition for a Digital Economy, 
Aerospace Technology Institute, Cranfield University, LanzaTech, easyJet, 
International Airlines Group, LoganAir, Airbus, General Aviation Manufacturers 
Association, Shell, TUI Airways, Royal Air Force, Velocys, Association for 
Renewable Energy and Clean Technology, BP, Civil Aviation Authority, GKN 
Aerospace, Virgin Atlantic, Mercia Asset Management, Manchester Airports 
Group, Aviation Environment Federation (sole NGO representative), Meggitt and 
ADS President, ZeroAvia, techUK, The Faraday Institution, British Airways 



Justified with Jobs-wash

• 2% reduction in aviation jobs each year, in spite of 
growth, due to automation

• Economic benefits only to senior management

• At best, growth just sustains status quo

https://neweconomics.org/uploads/files/aviation-workers.pdf



Justified by Greenwashing growth



Justified by Greenwashing Growth



Council opposition to 
Gatwick is ‘green growth’





Taking Greenwash of Planning Policy to 
the Supreme Court

Barrister Estelle Dehon KC, acting for Ms Finch, 
said that  greenhouse gas emissions from 
burning oil are an "inevitable" and "indirect" 
effect of extracting oil and that the defence 
used "distinctions that have an aura of 
unreality about them”

Sarah Finch said, "Planning authorities say that 
they don't need to consider the climate 
impacts of the actual burning of the oil - just 
from the drilling. It's like saying a chocolate 
cake is low calorie as long as you don't eat it,”.

Surrey County Council said, ”The pllanning 
applications was determined in accordance 
with the National Planning Policy Framework 
…”

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-65965119

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-65965119


NPPF - Ministerial Foreword (2012)

Ministerial foreword by the Rt Hon Greg Clark MP
The purpose of planning is to help achieve sustainable 
development.
Sustainable means ensuring that better lives for ourselves 
don’t mean worse lives for future generations.
Development means growth…. 
So sustainable development is about positive growth – making 
economic, environmental and social progress for this and 
future generations.
The planning system is about helping to make this happen.
Development that is sustainable should go ahead, without 
delay



Sustainable Development?

5  

2. Achieving sustainable development 

7. The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development, including the provision of homes, commercial 
development, and supporting infrastructure in a sustainable manner. At a very high 
level, the objective of sustainable development can be summarised as meeting the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs4. At a similarly high level, members of the United Nations – 
including the United Kingdom – have agreed to pursue the 17 Global Goals for 
Sustainable Development in the period to 2030. These address social progress, 
economic well-being and environmental protection5. 

 
8. Achieving sustainable development means that the planning system has three 

overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to be pursued in 
mutually supportive ways (so that opportunities can be taken to secure net gains 
across each of the different objectives): 

 
a) an economic objective – to help build a strong, responsive and competitive 

economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the 
right places and at the right time to support growth, innovation and improved 
productivity; and by identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure; 

 

b) a social objective – to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by 
ensuring that a sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet 
the needs of present and future generations; and by fostering well-designed, 
beautiful and safe places, with accessible services and open spaces that 
reflect current and future needs and support communities’ health, social and 
cultural well-being; and 

 

c) an environmental objective – to protect and enhance our natural, built and 
historic environment; including making effective use of land, improving 
biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, 
and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving to a low 
carbon economy. 

 
9. These objectives should be delivered through the preparation and implementation 

of plans and the application of the policies in this Framework; they are not criteria 
against which every decision can or should be judged. Planning policies and 
decisions should play an active role in guiding development towards sustainable 
solutions, but in doing so should take local circumstances into account, to reflect 
the character, needs and opportunities of each area. 

 
10. So that sustainable development is pursued in a positive way, at the heart of the 

Framework is a presumption in favour of sustainable development (paragraph 
11). 

 

 
4 Resolution 42/187 of the United Nations General Assembly. 
5 Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 



What does Greenwashing Zero Carbon look like?



Greenwashing away zero carbon

• Reduce > reuse > recycle 

• Reduce energy > retrofit > renewables

• Go local > walk and cycle > switch to bus, EV

• Local (seasonal) > organic > animal friendly > fair trade 

• Local jobs and people-led = bioregional > technology-led

• Local > regional > national and global economy > trade



Greenwashing away zero carbon?

• Reduce, reuse, recycle (+continue on buying)

• Reduce energy, retrofit, renewables (in new homes)

• Go local, walk and cycle, switch to bus, EV (+ flying)

• Local (seasonal), organic, animal friendly, fair trade food

• Local jobs and people-led, bioregional, technology-led

• Local, regional, national and global economy, trade



Greenwashing away zero carbon?

• Reduce, reuse, recycle (+continue on buying)

• Reduce energy, retrofit, renewables (in new homes)

• Go local, walk and cycle, switch to bus, EV (+ flying)

• Local (seasonal), organic, animal friendly, fair trade food

• Local jobs and people-led, bioregional, technology-led

• Local, regional, national and global economy, trade

ban high-carbon 

advertising

reuse enterprises, 

longer-life 

remanufacturing,

retrofit homes, repurpose 

buildings, place-based 

planning, community 

renewables,  

bus and train drivers, 

community transport

Quality of livelihoods, 

reduce demand

local shops, shorter-

supply chains



A political and economic choice

• 1. Try to decarbonise as private-sector led, tech/infrastructure led 
projects. Present as a different way of doing growth. Supported by 
finance. Does not reduce energy intensity. Increased energy and 
material use. Doesn’t work. Use ESG and CSG. Cover up 
shortcomings with greenwash (by corporates and government).

•

• 2. Reduce demand through creating jobs locally. Stop vested 
interests funding politics. Transform governance. Climate 
emergency. Transform existing buildings, infrastructure and at the 
same time ways of living. Investment creates locally circular 
economies (through green jobs) rather than technologies. Divest 
from fossil fuels. Reduce energy and material supply and demand 
(less advertising and consumerism, global trade and extractavism). 
Changed political governance and economics needed. 
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